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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Lagos, Nigeria; July 11, 1942
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My dearest, *

Yes, something new has been added! Yesterday afternoon
we got a wire from the Department saying that this office had heen
raised to be a Consulate General. We received the news with mild ela-
tion, well tempered by the knowledge that it doesn't solve any problems
to change the designation of the office, nor does it inerease anyone's
pay. As a matter of fact, the good o0ld Department is, as usual, a
few months behind the times. At present, and probably for the dura-
tion of the war, Accra is by far the more important place. I have
mentioned before some of the headguarters which are located there:
the U.S. Army Ferry Command for the West African Sector, PAA-Africa,
Zkm and the G.0.C. the British Arnmy, West Africa. Now, in addition,
Lord Swinton, the new minister in residence for West Africa is making
his headjuarters there, and conseguently the Governors' Conference
has moved there from Lagos. Thet means thatl practically everything
except the commercial firms, which are of distinctly secondary im-
portance during the war, is located at Accera, and if a Consulate (ten-
eral was to be established, that is the place to have 1t.

There is one big drawback from the practical point of view,
however. That is the housing shortage. The staff of the Governors®
Conference zroaned that they were going to heve to live in barracks,
end Mr. Shantz has no desire to léave his very comfortable house in
lagos to live in Accra, which, as I sald in my other letter, is a
rather unattractive place gt best. .He thinks, therefore, that, if
necessary, he will commute up to Acera whenever necessary for con-~
sultation, and maintsein his residence at Lagos. I hecpe this will
work out well.

In the meantime, Andy is absolutely swamped with work.
He has sent off sbout thres telegrams to the Department and several
despatches, and they have promised to send him an American code clerk
in the near future, but that was monthg ago and nothing has material-
ized. Yesterday we got a letter from him saying that he absolutely
could not carry on the work without assistance, He 1s right, because
he probably has as much tc do now as we do, and there is only himself
to do it, vith an untrained staff. After thinking over the question
during the lunch hour, I concluded to volunteer to go up there for
a temporary period, with the emphasis on the temporary, to help out
until something turns up. I made my tender after lunch, but Mr.
Shantz has declined end decided to telegraph the Depariment once nmore,
asking them to state when it will be possible to send some one out,
He said in hie wire thet he could not spare enyone from this office.
without prejudicing our work here. Until we get some reply from
Washington nothing will be done, -but don't be surprised if you begin
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to zet letters from me in Accra one.of these davs. =464 Pz/gﬂl-

You may wonder why I made.this offfer in view of ny well-
known views on Accra. Well, Mac has been very dissatisfied because
he does not feel that he is doing his best for the war effort, I do
not feel that way about it, or to a lesgsser extent, because I cannot
think of anything else I could do which would be much more useful.
Maybe I'm conceited, but I don't think I'd make a good privete in the
army, or a good of ficer either, The seme goes for the Wavy. I have
had four years of experience in this job. The Depsritment is unable
to get any more young men; they will have to get alonz with what they
have for the duration. It was deffinitely stated in the Foreign
Service Journal for June what I had understood was the case; namely,
that the Department will not sccept eny resignations for the purpose
of entering the armed forces, cr for any other reason except arce.
Therefore, as I see it, I can be most useful by sticking to thi= job,
However, inside the fremework of the Forelan Service, I want to be
as useful &s poseible, and that is why I offered to zo to Lcera.

We will see what happens. .

I always wanted to be at a Consulate General. Now the
Consulate CGensral has come to me instead of vice versa,

Darling, I am sending you.in this cover letters to the
Passport Agent in Miemi, whose name, I believe, is Bsrker, and to
Mrs. Shipley, chief of the Passport Divislon of the Department, I
guess you will believe I love you &ll right when T sayv thet I have
never worked on any letter in my life so hard as this one to Mrs.
Shipley. I hope it doesn't appear labored, but it certainly is.
I made the first draft ahout two weeks asgo, and I have been working
on it in the evenings after work whenever I hod a chance., T revised
the firat draft and typed a second, :much as I hate typing. Then I
got lr. Shantz'es advice on it and m=Be some more corrections. Then
I started painstakingly to type the final letter., Much to my annoy-
ance &nd in spite of extreme care, I made several typographival errors
and rubbed a hole in the paper trying to erase one of them. So the
next eveninz I gritted my teeth and .sterted throusgh it again. The
first page only had one mistake (that I notieed), but the last page
had four or five. So today I have retyped the second pege, snd if
I ever ses that letter again I vill scream! I hope it does the work.

Now, the proceedure is this: As scon as your divorce is
finished, get a certified copjyes (in fact, better get three), collect
any lnformation you have about the .number and date of issuance of
your old passport and =o to Bee the Passport Agent in Niemi, Tell
him what you want and don't be dlscouraged if he laughs. After all,
if Ma Shirley can let three missionaries come over, she ousht to let
you. DBe sure to see Mr. Barker, i1f possible. Not knowlng when yvour
previous passport was issued, I don't know whether you will have to
apply for a new one, & renewal or just a revalidation. Anvway , make
out the necessary forms. They will probably have to be sent to
Washington. If so, send the letter.to Ma Shipley along in a separate
envelope marked "Personal". You can either send it with the applica-
tion if the Agent 1s willling or, better, through the mell timed to
arrive at the same time, approximetely. You will note that I am
sending a copy of the letter for vou, and you will also note that
I have mentioned Herve as a referenmce. I think it would be a good
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ides for you to write him and ask for his sunpert, not only with Mrs.
Shipley but also with the Persommnel Division. I will write to him
along the same lines soon, and incidentally ask what ever happened to
the suitcase I left in Lisvon for him to bring home.

Thet will be the first round. Then we will have to wait
for an answer from Mrs. Shipley. If negative, we will hsve to decide
whether it is worth-while to 2o in for = second round. Well, darling,
here's the ball; it's your turn to run agein., (Department of Mixed
Vetaphors) You have no idewa how much I sm hopine for success. All
I have ever said about how much I love vou want vou snd need you is
still in full force and effect. T have had the same experience you
mention in vour letter of June 29th - that of waitinz always for
someone else to come, of slways wondering whether you would like a
certain situation. That happens very, very often, and especially
vhen I take your picture out of my pocket =mk to kiss it sood-night
before I go to bed. I think cover what T heve been doing that evening
and wonder whether you would have enjoved 1t and think how much more
enjoyable it would heve been if vou had only been there. T know of
no reason in the vorld why ve couldn't be beautifully hsppy in Lagos,
anéd in our rpartment, too. Much as:I like Jim Bledsoe, I take a
poor view of his saying the spartment was ghastly. And after I
invited him in for drinks, too! Now that you mention it, though,
maybe it's my fault. I seem tc recsll that when I took him through
he said it was wonderful. I saild not to tell you it was tooc geood,
otherwide you might be disappointed. But I didn't expect him to say
it was ghastly.

GCocd old Ceptain Jim was here vesterday while the plane was
refueling. He celled me from the airport :nd said he had some things
for me, so I jumped into the car and tore out to the airport at top
speed, nearly knocking the stuffings out of a counle of natives on
the way. I got in there just as kiwemphxm Jim was walking out on the
field to get into the plene. I yelled at him and just had time to
dash back to the car to get the cizarette box and ash-trgys, which
I hope vou have now received, That should give you about six ash
trays now, of various types, including the little bowls I sent before.
Tell me frankly whet you think of this West African work, because
if you like it, T will get a serving tray of the same metal with sim-
ilar designs. The work is very crude, but I like 1t better than most
of the other things they make around here. They have the further
adventage of being 1ightﬂdfr air travellers to carry.

Thanks s million, darling, for the pen, the trunks and the
needles, The first is alr-ady in use and is most satisfactory; the
last are now beating out some lovely music upstairs; the trunks have
yet to be worn, but they look fine. It was lovely of you to get
them, and mighty nice of Capt. Bledsoe to haul them all over the werld
with him, too. I espect, dearest, after we are married and even
before, there will be lots of things for you to do for me. I varn
you that I am one of the lazisst humans alive, and I love attention.
I also love you, much more. Incidentally, I was able partislly to
repay Jim for his many kindnesses by delimering some items for him
to the man with whom he used to stay while in Lagos. You might call
him and say that Mr. Hall was most apprecia tive, :
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Iy eyes got very tired last night so I quit. There seems
to be more than usual to say this week. I forgot to thenk you also
for the tooth brushes, which will come in very handy. They have
then here, but nothing like the xnidXx cuality that we are used to,
and for about twice the price. .

Our car has now arrived asnd is fixed up for circulstion.
It is a very nice job, if T do say so myself. I tcld vou before
that it is a 5 passenger Chevrolet coupe, deluxe medel, 1942, It
looks snappy, although if I had had any choice, I would not have
ordered a black one., The prineipal attraction is the white-walled
tires., How they harpened to have white-walled tires on it I don't
know, as they stopped making them a long time before tires in general
were put out of circulation. It makes the car look very chic, and
I have received many compliments on it. I am sure you will like it,
I plan to keep it until it is possible to replace it, i.e., until
the end of the war, unless the gas rationing becomes absolutely im-
possible, in which case I suppose no one would buy it. I ewen plan
to have it shipped home if I get transferred next year after we are
married, elthough I could sell 1t here “or a handsome profit at this
point. What the market will be like next vear, I heve no idea.
Incidentally, the despatch agent in New York, the highly efficient
Mr. Fyfe, paid for the transportation, thus savineg me about #300
on the orginal estimated cost. The total expense including boxing
and insurance (no small item) was $1050, approximately. This would
be a good plece for you to learn to drive, if you vant to. Thers
isn't much treffic and there are several places on the road where
one could practice.

Vy sweet, that was a very good point you made in vyour
letter of June 29th, about whether we would Yhe strangers when we meet
again, and whether we would have to:fall in all over esgain.

The l1dea has occurred o me several times, but T have never been
worried. I imagine that when we first get together, it will take a
little time to cateh up on each other's experiences during this long
separation. You have met a large zroup of people that T den't know,
and I hsve done the same. Cap't. Bledsoe (bless him) is about the
only new friend that we hsve in cormon, and he isn't muech sood as

a means of conveying impressions ahout how both of us are living.

I don't think, though, that this will mske us strangers to cach
other. Tor one thing, we were together a great deal of the time in
Lisbon, especizlly after I moved into the Casa de Santo Antonio.

We had all our meals together, worked in the same office, shared the
same shop talk, the same hull cessions and the same amusenents. I
don't thnink during that time that we missed more than five meals
together (excluding breakfast, of course). In other words, we saw

a lot more of each other than people ususily do when they are "courting",
Further, since we weren't "courting' in the usuasl way - since neither
of us ever thought of such a thing until the wee small hours of
October 25th - there was little strain or artificiality in our re-
lationshlp, except thet imposed on hoth of us by being in love without
the other's knowlng it., It was much different from the ususl round
of "dates" and so forth that ususlly preceded an engrgement. Neither
of us have chenged in the meantime in eny fundamentel way. We are
the same people we were then. If we grew to love esch other then,

in spite of 2l1 the obstacles in the way, I do not see hcw we could
fail to ccntinue to love each other when we meet again,
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Here is another thing. It isn't as if we had been cut off
from all communication with each other durins this time. ™We have been
writing at least once a week all the time since we left Lisbon, ex-
cept for the time we were traveling. I have talked over things with
you in my letters very frenkly and more fully than I have with any
other person. You know more about me and how I feel snd think than
my colleagues and friends here do. Of course, letters are a poor
substitute for personal contact; they present a thin, lifeless ver-
sion of our lives, as from a worn out piece of carbon paper. But
they help. I know & little about the Blisses and Mr. Bishop, even
thoush I have never met them, If I meet them in Miami, they will
not be complete strangers, = lthough I have no idea what they look
like. Similarly, know something about Andy and Mr. Jester and
Mr. Shantz, even though vou haven't met them, We are sharing our
lives to the fullest degree possible under the circumstances. There-
fore I think that we will not be stresnge to each other or have to fall
in love again. For a while Zou will have to go- on our old stock of
memories, and spend lots of time telling each other about things
that have bheen left out of letters.. Then we will gradually build
up new memories of cur mmx own, and.a common fund of exneriencesg
standing in lines together, going thoough immigration, teking trips,
as you said. And the past with its haunting wemories will gradually
pass into the beckground. I'm not worried at all, darling. I am
sure that I am in love with the real you, not a special Lisbon mani-
festation of you. We will Jjust take up where we left off and pursue
the development of our characters together, untll we are finally
merged into the one indissoluable wmkk unit, Us, Unltd. I have com-
plete and absolute confidence in it, just as I am completely sure
that I love vou with a love that will never die, spanning time and
distance.

My dearest, I have been so busy talking that I haven't
gotten arcund to telling you about the receipt of vour letters, ex=-
eept indirectly. The letter of June 2nd (by ordinary air maili
came July 2nd. The one of June 6th bv the same means arrived cn
June 29th. The letter of June 17th. (Company mail) came July 1lst,
and the letter of June 29th, by"speciallcourier" came, as I sald before,
on July 10th, That makes the courier best, with 11 days, company
mall next hest with 13, and the regular service worst of all. As
long as you can use these gpecial channels, they are much better.

You have never told me whether my letters which come via New York

heve been cpened. We put a stamp on here "Accepted for transmbibion”
and slgned by one of the officers, which is supposed tc insure that

the contents are not of a nature to give away any secret information.
In practice, this is left to the discretion of each officer who writes
a letter. He is presumed to be able to tell what can be written and
what not. Your recent letters by open mail all opened, sllegedly
in Miami, but nothing has been cut out. I guess we are more interested
in Us, Unltd., than we are in discussing political matters.

Which reminds me that I haven't duly responded to the
above mentioned letters. Last week I went back to some of the older
ones. I am most happy to know that vou have accepted my proposal of
merriage, even though contingent on your Merma's and Poppa's ap-
proval. May I kpnow when and if they give their consent ? Did vou
by any chance f;ght that I married you last October, Quaker style ?
You are the only one who is holding back. I toock you for my wife
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and now it only remains for you to make the response. As I recall
that hectie and horrible night, ‘vou said nothing at the iime, but
only kissed me very lightly. And I geve you my wateh as symbol of
vow, there being no ring. That, my dear, is a night I am not likely
to forzet soon, if ever. That was,.as I have said before, the time
when we crossed the threshold into a new life, when our old associa-
tions definitely dropped away. From thet time no going back was
possible.

Right now I am looking at your paragraph on your lunch
with Mr. Grossman, the super-boss. .Here is an idea. Could you find
out whether there is any possibility that the company would send you
out here if a request for you were made by the local organization ?
It would be understood that the company would not provide room or
board. I think, although I am not sure, that I could wangle such a
request. So far, Jesse Boyanton, the Senior Representative, has saild
only that if you were here, they would be very glad to have you
continue to work for FAA. I'm not even sure that Jesce zwx has
authority to make such a request; it would probably have to go through
Accra, and that mizht cause some difficulty, alihough T could rely
on Andy to help push it. Anyway, it's an idea. Looking at the chart
of shipping losses in the July 6th igsue of TIME, I am sure that I
don't want vou to come by sea, although I know a ship vwhich has good
accommodations on which it would not be hard to arrange passage.

I must admit thet it gives me a thrill to think that you
were Jjealous of pocr Pamela Taylor (whose name I had completely fow-
- gotten until you mentioned it ). Naybe you didn't know that I thought
Pamela talked too much and had a pretty nigh ides of her own impor-
tance. It would be an exaggeration to say thal I never gave her a
second thought; I don't recall ever having had a first thought. I
can imagine that if thst was all it took to make you Jealous, there
might have been several occasions, I remember one time particularly
when Jones was urging me to go out with Nell Russell. I believe I
said I thought she was a nice person, ete, etc., bul that somenhow she
just didn't ring any bells. Didn't you ever think it was fTunny that
I never asked any zirls out for our parties ? I suppose that would
have been the usual thing to do to "balance" the party, and I'm
sure Jones thought it was very strange indeed. The fact remained
that I just didn't feel the need of any more company. You wepe
gquite enough. I felt at home with you; I wouldn't have if I'd had
some other girl to look after. I think I sald once before that I
am not a men who has to have feminine company at eny cost. There
are plenty like thai{: Jester was one. This doesn't necesaarily
mean that there are any improper goings-on; that agaln depends on the
individual. For instance, there is .a doctor here whose wife and
¢hildren are in Scotland. He gives the best parties in town and has
the most attractive women. He is always surrounded with them. Yet
I have never heard any word of scandal about it. He just likes to
have women around, that's all. You're the only woman I need, darling.
UOnitl you come along, I can get slong beautifully without the com-
pany of any of the local belles. I'm not saying this because I think
you would mind if I went out; I know you wouldn't, but I just don't
care a&bout it, that's all.
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This has absolutely got to be the last page. I got a letter
from Daddy on the 8th dated June 15th saying that Janie d been
married two days before. Perhaps you have heard from Jale herself
by this time. This is the first intimation I have had that the big
event had really come off. I am sorry that they didn't let me know
sooner as I would have liked to send 2 cable, although I don't know
what good that would have done. Bud Francis, whom gou may &lso have
seen on his way back to Africa, got there in time to act as an usher.
Apparently the letter which I wrote on June 7th hadn't arrived by the
15th; I wouldn't expect &t to. All I could send Janie was a check for
$50, which will probably be of more use than a lot of wedding presents.
Dad said Bud Francis came to see him on a Friday and said he had had
dinner with me the Thursday before. You must have seen him just a
few days after he left here. Uniftl . I have flown back myself, I
won't be sble to belleve that it is . possible to get home in such a
short time. It scems like a very long time to me, because I was
travelling six weeks after I left Lisbon to get here. I hope when
Janie gets settled down, she will have time to write to me.' Daddy
says Norman didn't get to Newark until 3 a.m. on the day of the wed-
ding, and they had a rehearsal in the morning. At that rate, 1t seems
likely that, contrary to custom, & large part of Saturday night mey
possibly have been spent sleeping.

We have just passed through the worst part of the rainy
season, and it was much as you discribed it in Florida. TFor the
last two weeks in June, though, it just rained all the time, by the
bucket. As a result, the carbon paper now being used on this letter
has a very fine coating of mould on the back. Towels were quite a
problem: once used or washed, they refused to dry out and consequently
smelled like wet dogs most of the time. The worst is over now,
though., Today is overcast, but it hasn't rained. Mr. Shantz, Mac
and some cthers have gone to Tarcuah Bay, but I refused to be di-
verted from this letter. I felt as if I had a lot To say to you.

Yes, love, the first snniversary of our meeting will be
rolling saround very shortly. It has now been just over a year since I
left Milan; & year ago today, I was in Rome, and a very lovely place
it was, too. As T remember it, the.first time I met you was one
Saturday night at the Casino in Estoril. It was the second Saturday
I had been in Lisbon, which would meke it August second. T was with
Herve; you were with Jones and Bill Henry and his wife. I would like
to be able to say that you made a tremendous impression the first
time I saw you, but it wouldn't be true. I just thought wyou were
pretty, nothing more. I think Herve remarked afterwards that you
were a nice young couple. You said that although you hadn't met me
before, you had seen my name in the .files, and asked if I minded 1if
you called me Krieg, Wililiem, since that was the way you were used to
seeing it. The next time I saw you was Yonday in the Consulate,
sitting on the bench in the waiting.room. ' You looked very kind and
friendly, and we talked a little about France. You told me about the
fad of talking" Petit Negre"; since I couldn't (and can't) understand
straight French, the dialect, or affectation, or whatever it is didn't
amuse me very much. I think the first time we began to get acquainted
was on the boat trip from Cascais up to Lé#sbon. We spent the whole
afternoon together, and as a result of that I asked you and Jimmie
to come to dinner with me the next Saturday. From then on, things
moved pretty fast. I don't remember when I first realized that I
loved you. It wasn't sudden. It Just grew on me. I siippose that
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the reason I didn't realize it sooner was because the idea « going
anything sbout it never occurred to me. I Just slowly came t ypow
that you were exactly the kind of woman I had been looking for jl1ways.
That you combined all the gualities I most wanted. I was naive wough
even to mention it to people, and I often told Jones how lucky I
thought he was. Maybe the night when we walked together, hand in
hand and sang "Blue Hawéii” softly to ourselves was the time when I
couldn't conceal it from myself any longer. I could feel sympathetic
waves just streaming out from me and enveloping you; in uninhibited
persons this takes the form of taking the cther party in one's arms.
Naturally, nothing like that was possible, and, as I have often sald
before, until the fatal morning, I never had the glightest idea that
you had any interest in me other than the most% platonic friendship.

There were lots of little things that served to put me off
the track. For instance, I remember one Sunday when we three went
for a walk with Flip. He and Jones got somewhat behind while we
steamed along in front. You kept looking back all the time to see
that they weren't too far away, and.it annoyed me slightly to think
that you couldn’'t stand to be away from him for even a few minutes,
or that you were afrald of me in case we got out of sight. Darling,
as you told Hervé after it all cmme.out, you had been @ good actress.
You certainly fooled me completely. But, hdwever it came about, the
end is the same: I am completely yours and all that is of me. T
hope that you are equally mine. I shall try unceasingly to meke you
happy, and I will love and honer you always. It 1s my fervent prayer
that I will not prove inadequate to the dream you have built up
around me; I hope vou will not be disappointed when our dream becomes
a reality. I find much thet expresses how I feel in the song, "You
are to me Everything". The words and the music both fodhowc fit in
withihature of my love for vou. You are, actually, everything to me.
You are the first women who has ever cared whether I Jumped in the
lake or not (except Mother, of course). You are beautiful, you are
attractive, you are intelligent. You are the epitomy of what every
man dresms about. But never, in my wildest fancies, dld I ever dare
zo hope thet you could love me. Sometimes it 8till seems too good to

e true. ;

Well, my pet, thls collosal letter has occupied the greater
part of the week end, including the time I was going to write home in.
For some reason, I have felt like talking with you today, and I have
had a lot to say. I hope this rambling hasn't bored you, especially
all the reminiscenses. That's a part of the slender stock of memories
we have to live on, until we can start out together to create a new
life which will in time furnish us with more merories.

I love you very much indeed, and as for fCrgetting you,
will the earth forget to revolve around the sun ?
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